m 


a 

Q 

□ 
ru 

Si 

m 

s 

a 
y 


C3 

ru 


Our Ref.: MTH-49-DIV. 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT A ND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: 
TATEIWA et al 
Serial No. : 

Filed: Concurrently Herewith 

For: PROCESS ... SECONDARY BATTERIES 


Examiner : M . Andrews 
Group: 1742 


600 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
March 4, 2002 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please amend this application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Page 1, before line 1, insert 



PRIOR APPLICATIONS 


This application is a division of U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/581,696 filed June 15, 2000 which is a 371 of 
PCT/JP99/05830 filed October 22, 1999. 


IN THE CLAIMS; 


a- 


Claim 2 (amended) A system/for recovering valent metals from 
refuse secondary batteries cotnprising a separating means to 
mechanically separate the refuse secondary batteries and to 
separate them into a separated cathode material and a separated 



